
SPEAKING TASK   
TIPS 

 

GENERAL: 

 Breathe and relax. You have now the chance to shine! Speak as naturally as 

possible, as at any other day in class. 

 Always try to give full, relevant answers. Do not restrict yourself to short 

statements. 

 Try to use vocabulary related to the topic, if possible using synonyms and 

antonyms. 

 Remember the instructions and focus on the task set. 

 Speculate on the content of the visual material. You don’t have to describe 

the pictures, but they might help you to conduct your speech. 

 Use techniques to make your contributions powerful, for example by using 

short, personal anecdotes to help you. 

DON’TS 

 Don’t panic if you cannot remember, or do not know, a particular word. 

Just keep going and paraphrase instead. 

 Don’t merely describe the pictures. 

 Don’t waste your opportunities to show the examiners what you can do. 

 Don’t speak too quietly. Remember, the examiners need to hear what you 

are saying. 

 

WHEN YOU DON’T KNOW AN EXACT WORD  

If you don’t know or can’t remember an exact word – don’t worry! There are lots of things you 

can do to communicate without saying the exact word. These are very useful strategies that 

even native speakers use. 

GENERAL WORDS 

If you can’t remember the word ‘surgeon’, you could say a more general word like ‘doctor’. 



EXAMPLES 

If you don’t know the word ‘cutlery’, you could give examples such as ‘knife, fork and spoon’. 

RELATIVE CLAUSES TO GIVE A DESCRIPTION 

(It’s a person who ... / thing that ... / place where ...) 

If you don’t know the word ‘briefcase’, you could say ‘It’s a thing that people use to carry 

papers to work’. 

DESCRIBE THE PURPOSE OR FUNCTION ( IT’S USED TO  + INFINITIVE / FOR  + -ING) 

If you don’t know the word ‘scissors’, you could say ‘They are used to cut paper’ or ‘They are 

used for cutting paper’. 

This strategy works well with objects that have a clear use or function. 

SYNONYMS (WORDS THAT MEAN THE SAME) 

If you don’t know the word ‘tiny’, you could say ‘very small’. 

This strategy works well with nouns and adjectives. 

ANTONYMS (OPPOSITE WORDS) 

If you don’t know the word ‘weak’, you could say ‘not strong’. 

This strategy works well with adjectives. 

APPROXIMATIONS (IT’S  A KIND OF ...  /  IT’S  A SORT OF ...) 

If you don’t know the word ‘bungalow’, you could say ‘It’s a kind of house’ or ‘It’s a sort of 

house’ 

 

USEFUL LANGUAGE 

STATING AN OPINION     

I think... / I don’t think ... 

I believe... / I don’t believe ... 

In my opinion, 

For me, 

Personally, I think ... 



ASKING FOR SOMEONE’S  OPINION 

Do you agree? 

What do you think? 

What do you think about ... (this)? 

Do you think that’s right? 

What’s your view? 

Are you OK with that? 

AGREEING 

That’s right! 

Absolutely! 

Exactly! 

Me too! 

Yes, I agree! 

I totally agree! 

I couldn’t agree more! 

I see exactly what you mean! 

You're right. That's a good point. 

DISAGREEING 

I don’t agree! 

I totally disagree! 

Absolutely not! 

That’s not right! 

I’m not sure about that. 

PARTLY AGREEING 

I agree up to a point, but ... 

I see your point, but ... 

That’s partly true, but ... 

I'm not so sure about that. 

It is always a good idea to justify your opinions. Don’t just say ‘I agree’, but say ‘I agree because I think 

that ... (explain your reason).’ 

SHOWING INTEREST  

It is very important to show that you are interested in what your partner is saying. Use these 

expressions to show you are interested. Remember! When we are very interested or surprised our voice 

is higher and louder. 



NORMAL RESPONSE 

Uh-huh. 

That’s interesting. 

Oh, I see. 

Right. 

STRONGER RESPONSE 

Really? 

Wow! That’s amazing! 

That’s incredible! 

No way! 

You’re joking! 

DO YOU UNDERSTAND? 

When you are speaking to someone it is important that you understand each other. If you don’t 

understand something, ask your partner to explain what they mean. If they don’t understand you, 

explain what you mean. Use these expressions to help you. 

WHEN YOU DON’T UNDER STAND 

I don’t understand. 

Could you repeat that? 

Could you say that again? 

What do you mean, exactly? 

I’m not sure what you mean. 

Can you explain that? 

EXPLAIN WHAT YOU MEAN 

What I mean is ... 

In other words ... 

SUGGESTIONS 

In some speaking activities you have to make suggestions and/or respond to suggestions. Use these 

expressions to help you. 

MAKING SUGGESTIONS 

Why don’t we ... (+ verb without ‘to’)? Why don’t we go to the cinema tonight? 

Shall we ... (+ verb without ‘to’)? Shall we prepare a party for our mum’s birthday? 

Would you like to ... (+ verb)? Would you like to go out tonight? 

Let’s ... (+ verb without ‘to’) Let’s buy him a nice present! 



What about ... (+ -ing)? What about eating pizza? 

How about ... (+ -ing)? How about going on an excursion? 

RESPONDING TO SUGGESTIONS 

Yes, OK. 

That’s a good idea. 

That sounds great! 

No, I don’t think so. 

I’m not sure about that. 

I’d prefer to ... (+ verb). 

 


