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It and there
Lesson code: 46XZ-D7IE-RQGE INTERMEDIATE

1 Presentation

Learners of English are often confused about when to say ‘It ...’ and ‘There ...’ Study the rules below.

We use there ... in the following situations:

Saying that something exists

There is an important meeting tomorrow.

Is there a match on TV tonight?

Saying where something is

There is an old car in this picture.

There aren’t any shops in this area.

Expressing a quantity of something

There were a lot of people at the club.

There’s nothing to do in this town.

When we use it, we refer to a particular thing, situation, place, etc.

There is an old car in the picture. It’s my grandfather’s car. (‘it’ = the old car)
There’s nothing to do in this town. It’s very boring. (‘it’ = this town)

We also use it ... in the following situations:

Talking about times and dates

It’s ten o’clock. It’s the end of the week. It’s my birthday.

Talking about the weather

It’s freezing today. It’s hot and sunny. It’s going to rain this weekend.

Giving an opinion about something

It’s very comfortable here. It’s been a lot of fun. It was nice to meet you.

Referring to people

Hello James. It’s me. (on the telephone) It was Maggie who told me about you.

Somebody is at the door. Who is it? (when we cannot see the person)

Dialogue

A: Excuse me, is there a supermarket near here?

B: Yes, it’s over there.

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 1/2

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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2 Practice 1

Complete the dialogue below using ‘it is’ or ‘there is’ in the correct form.

Tourist: Excuse me, 1 a bank near here?

Local: Yes, 2 around the corner, on Green Street.

Tourist: 3 open today?

Local: Well, 4 Saturday today so I don’t think so. Do you need to change some

money?

Tourist: Yes, I do.

Local: Well, 5 a currency exchange office just down the road. But 6

the only one in town so 7 usually a long queue outside.

Tourist: I think I’ll go there later when 8 so busy.

Local: Are you here on holiday?

Tourist: Yes, I am.

Local: What do you think of our town?

Tourist: I love it. 9 really beautiful. And 10 a lot to see.

Local: Well, 11 a beautiful day today so you should try to do a lot of sightseeing.

Now listen to check your answers. Scan the code on the right with your mobile device or go to

http://www.linguahouse.com/4a05e3fe-e066-70b4-f903-1d873725a07c/It-and-there-

Ex2/audioPlayer.html.

3 Practice 2

Complete the sentences using there + a suitable form of the verb ‘be’:

1. There hasn’t been any news from him since last week.

2. If you visit me tomorrow, a nice surprise for you!

3. a lot of people at her wedding last Saturday.

4. any time to finish your homework yesterday?

5. Tom’s job is very easy. much to do.

6. If fewer people used cars, less pollution.

7. a note for you on the kitchen table. Did you see it?

8. any life on earth in a million years’ time?

9. a lot of problems since we moved house.

10. Apart from email, no way to contact him.

11. any change in his mood since yesterday? Is he still very depressed?

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 2/2

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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2- Practice 1

1. is there

2. it’s

3. Is it

4. it’s

5. there is

6. it’s

7. there is

8. it isn’t

9. It’s

10. there is

11. it’s

3- Practice 2

2. there will be

3. There were

4. Was there

5. There isn’t

6. there would be

7. There was

8. Will there be

9. There have been

10. there is

11. Has there been

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex i

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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