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Learning languages
Lesson code: 3SHR-H7IE-C7CJ INTERMEDIATE

1 Language quiz

Can you name the main languages that are spoken in the countries below?

1. the Netherlands

2. Switzerland (4 languages)

3. China (2 languages)

4. Tanzania (2 languages)

5. Iran

6. Iceland

7. Brazil

8. Thailand

2 Describing a language

Look at the sentences below. What do you think the underlined words mean? Match them to the

definitions on the right.

1. It resembles my language. a. a large number of different words and
expressions

2. It sounds very harsh. b. difficult to understand

3. It’s easy to pick up. c. is similar to

4. It has a rich vocabulary. d. learn by listening and practising

5. The words are difficult to pronounce. e. make the sounds of words or parts of words

6. It sounds very melodic. f. not soft

7. It’s completely alien to me. g. pleasant sounding

8. The grammar is very complicated. h. strange, different

Think of a language that matches each description.

How would you describe your native language?

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 1/3

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
c©Linguahouse.com
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3 Describing language skill

Study the sentences below and give each student a level from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest).

Aldo’s English has come a long way. In a year he won’t need lessons any more.

Carla can hardly say a word. 1

Katrina knows just enough to get by.

Paolo is beginning to pick up a few words and phrases.

Taki is almost fluent.

Describe your own level of English and three people you know (but not your classmates).

4 Asking about words

Complete the dialogues below.

another call for opposite polite pronounce say

A: How do you 1 ‘hello’ in French?

B: Bonjour.

A: What’s the Spanish 2 ‘Good morning’?

B: Buenos dias.

A: What do you 3 this in English?

B: This is a chair.

A: How do you 4 this word?

B: ‘IN-FOR-MAY-SHON’

A: What’s the 5 of ‘organised’?

B: Disorganised.

A: What’s 6 way of saying ‘difficult’?

B: Hard.

A: What’s a more 7 way of saying ‘fat’?

B: Overweight.

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 2/3

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
c©Linguahouse.com
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5 Role play

Pair up with a partner whose language you know a little. Ask questions in Exercise 4 about some words

in your partner’s language. If you don’t know your partner’s language at all, use the questions to give
him/her a test in English!

Reverse roles and repeat the exercise.

6 Parts of speech

A part of speech is a category of words. Complete the table below with the following words.

adjective adverb conjunction interjection noun preposition pronoun

part of speech function examples

verb action or state go, come, be, drive, can, do

person or thing man, dog, house, car, England

describes a noun English, small, some, dangerous

describes a verb or adjective well, badly, very, often, really

replaces a noun I, you, he, her, him, they, us

links a word to a noun to, on, at, in, over

joins sentences or clauses and, but, however, if, when

short exclamation oh!, well, hi!, stop!

In each line, cross out one word which does not belong to the rest of the list. Say what the other words
have in common.

Example: boring, funny, intelligence, crazy (‘Intelligence’ is a noun. The rest are all adjectives.)

1. at, under, rise, over

2. cleanly, easily, occasionally, early

3. yet, no, but, nor, either

4. calmness, wisdom, beauty, describe

5. I, you, she, him, my

6. sense, drink, eat, promise

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 3/3

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
c©Linguahouse.com
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1- Language quiz

Students can work individually or in pairs. Provide the correct answers and compare scores.

1. Dutch 2. Italian, French, German, Romansh
3. Mandarin, Cantonese 4. Swahili, English
5. Farsi/Persian 6. Icelandic
7. Portuguese 8. Thai

2- Describing a language

1. c 2. f 3. d 4. a 5. e 6. g 7. h 8. b

3- Describing language skill

1. Carla can hardly say a word.
2. Paolo is beginning to pick up a few words and phrases.
3. Katrina knows just enough to get by.
4. Aldo’s English has come a long way. In a year he won’t need lessons any more.
5. Taki is almost fluent.

4- Asking about words

1. say 2. for 3. call 4. pronounce 5. opposite 6. another 7. polite

6- Parts of speech

1. noun
2. adjective
3. adverb
4. pronoun
5. preposition
6. conjunction
7. interjection

1. ’Rise’ is a verb. The rest are all prepositions.
2. ‘Early’ is an adjective or adverb. The rest are all adverbs.
3. ‘No’ is an interjection. The rest are all conjunctions.
4. ‘Describe’ is a verb. The rest are all nouns.
5. ‘My’ is an adjective. The rest are all pronouns.
6. ‘Eat’ is only a verb. The rest can be verbs or nouns.

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex i

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
c©Linguahouse.com


