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Phrasal verbs 3
Lesson code: FINE-D7IB-5TT5 INTERMEDIATE

1 Reading

In pairs, read the two short telephone conversations below:

Conversation A

Simon: Alice, you look fantastic. Have you been exercising at the gym?

Alice: No, actually, I’ve started doing yoga.

Simon: Really? I was interested in yoga last year. But then I stopped.

Alice: Really? Why did you stop doing it?

Simon: Well, to be honest, I was too lazy to continue doing it.

Alice: Well, you can do it at home, you know. You don’t have to go to classes.

Simon: Yeah, you’re probably right. But nowadays I’ve got too much work. I don’t know if I’d
have the time. Anyway, how are you progressing with it?

Alice: Oh, it’s great. I feel much more flexible now, and it really helps me eliminate stress.

Simon: Sounds good! I should start doing it again!

Conversation B

Simon: Alice, you look fantastic. Have you been working out?

Alice: No, actually, I’ve taken up yoga.

Simon: Really? I was into yoga last year. But then I stopped.

Alice: Really? Why did you give it up?

Simon: Well, to be honest, I was too lazy to carry on.

Alice: Well, you can do it at home, you know. You don’t have to go to classes.

Simon: Yeah, you’re probably right. But nowadays I’ve got too much work. I don’t know if I’d
have the time. Anyway, how are you getting on with it?

Alice: Oh, it’s great. I feel much more flexible now, and it really helps me get rid of stress.

Simon: Sounds good! I should get back into it!

Which conversation sounds more formal? Which sounds more natural?

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 1/4

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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2 Practice

Now complete the questions below with the phrasal verbs from conversation B in the correct form.

1. Have you a new hobby recently? (started doing)

2. Have you recently a hobby or activity? (stopped doing)

3. Do you ever ? (exercise at the gym)

4. Have you recently something that you stopped doing a long time ago? (started doing
after stopping for some time)

5. What do you do to stress? (eliminate)

Ask and answer your partner the questions, then report your answers to the class.

3 More phrasal verbs

In pairs, look at the sentences below. Match the phrasal verbs to their meaning without using a

dictionary. Try to discover their meaning from the context.

1. Akiko told Ben that she won the lottery, but it wasn’t true. She made it up.

2. He was being rude so I decided to hang up. I’m never calling him again.

3. You should always back up your data in case your computer gets infected with a virus.

4. Joanne isn’t here. She went away for the weekend.

5. Alice decided to give away her books. She didn’t need them anymore.

6. The stupid printer has broken down again. I need to buy a new one.

7. I don’t like giving presentations. I always mess them up.

8. Joseph really takes after his mother. They are both very stubborn.

9. Omar is from Nigeria and is nearly 2 metres tall. He really stands out in China.

10. We know that you are rich and successful. There’s no need to show off all the time.

a. end a telephone call

b. give somebody something that you no longer need

c. invented (a story, opinion, etc.)

d. is easily noticeable

e. left (usually for a holiday)

f. make a copy of your computer data

g. make a mistake, do something badly

h. resembles someone in the same family

i. speak or behave in a way that shows you are very proud of yourself or your achievements

j. stopped working

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 2/4

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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4 Find someone who ...

Now complete the questions:

1. Have you recently a story?

2. Would you if somebody was rude to you on the phone?

3. Do you always your computer data?

4. Are you planning to for the weekend?

5. Has your computer recently? When did this happen?

6. Have you ever a presentation or speech?

7. Do you your mother?

One-to-one and small classes: Work with a partner. Ask and answer the questions.

Larger classes: Ask your classmates the questions and find a person who fits the sentences on the

next page. Report your findings to the class.

5 Homework

Write 10 original sentences about you using any of the phrasal verbs from this lesson.

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 3/4

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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Find someone who ...

has recently made up a story.

would hang up if someone was rude to him/her on the phone.

always backs up his/her computer data.

is planning to go away for the weekend.

gave away his/her .

’s computer broke down (when?).

messed up a presentation or speech.

takes after his/her mother.

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 4/4

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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1- Reading

The aim of this exercise is to point out that phrasal verbs can be said or written in a different way, usually as a

more formal one-word equivalent (progress = get on) or as a phrase (stop doing = give up). Learners of English

tend to prefer the non-phrasal verb equivalent. However, as the dialogues show, they often sound formal like in

Conversation A.

2- Practice

Students first complete the questions individually. Go through the answers. The second part of the activity can

be adapted for all learning environments. In a one-to-one or Skype-based lesson, simply ask your student the

questions.
1. taken up
2. given up
3. work out
4. got back into
5. get rid of

3- More phrasal verbs

1. c 2. a 3. f 4. e 5. b 6. j 7. g 8. h 9. d 10. i

4- Find someone who ...

In a large class, have the students complete the questions individually or in pairs. Go through the answers and

then hand out page 4. Have the students stand up and ask each other the questions. Tell them that they cannot

have the same name written down more than twice during this activity. If no student fits a particular sentence,

they should write ‘Nobody’ in the appropriate gap. Do some feedback on the exercise, asking what the students

discovered about each other.
1. made up
2. hang up
3. back up
4. go away
5. broken down
6. messed up
7. take after

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex i

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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