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Prepositions of movement: to, into, in, at
Lesson code: 3UZ1-17IF-PV6P INTERMEDIATE

1 Presentation

We often use ‘to’, ‘at’, ‘in’ and ‘into’ when we talk about movement. Study the table below.

Preposition Use and examples

to We use to to show movement in the direction of a specific destination:

go to London return to the office fly to Japan

on my way to England a journey to Australia a trip to Rome

special uses:

Welcome to London! I’ve been to France five times.

NOTE: We do not say to home:

I got back home late. (not ‘to home’) I’m on my way home. (not ‘to home’)

into, in go into, get into, etc. = enter (an enclosed space):

go into the room get into the car break into the house

We can sometimes use in instead of into:

come in the house Throw it in the bin.

After some verbs, we use into for movement that results in physical contact:

crash into tree run into a wall walk into a lamppost

at After some verbs, we use at to show the target of an action:

Why did you throw the ball at me?

We use at after arrive for buildings and events:

arrive at the hotel arrive at the party

But we use in after arrive for countries and cities:

arrive in London arrive in France

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 1/2

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
c©Linguahouse.com
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2 Practice 1

Complete the sentences with ‘at’, ‘in’,‘into’ or ‘to’. Sometimes you can use ‘into’ or ‘in’. If a gap doesn’t

require a preposition, leave it blank (-).

1. Are you going Paul’s birthday party tonight?

2. What time is your plane arriving London?

3. Have you ever been Russia?

4. Giorgio lives France. He moved Paris 10 years ago.

5. While I was walking down the street, I bumped an old friend from school.

6. Welcome our city! Have you been the town square yet?

7. When I arrived the station, the train had already left.

8. You look tired. I think you should go bed.

9. Why did you kick the chair me? What did I do?

10. Peter got his car and drove home.

11. That was terrible! Try to shoot the goal next time!

12. What time did you get home last night.

Look at the places below. Say where you have been or haven’t been.

London Tokyo Sydney Rome the USA Africa

3 Practice 2

Complete each sentence with ‘to’, ‘in’, ‘into’ or ‘at’ plus one of the words below. Sometimes you can

use ‘into’ or ‘in’.

a glass a party a tree home

Italy Melbourne the office the airport

the baker’s the police station the referee the suitcase

1. What time did you arrive at the office ? The boss wasn’t very happy.

2. She poured some wine and made a toast.

3. I’m on my way to buy some bread.

4. The driver was so drunk that he drove . Luckily, he wasn’t hurt.

5. After such a long flight, Mr Steel was exhausted when he arrived .

6. Somebody stole my smartphone, so I went to report the theft.

7. The football player was so frustrated that he threw the ball !

8. John speaks Italian very well. He has been many times.

9. Last night was crazy. I had never been like that before.

10. I’m on my way . What’s for dinner?

11. I packed all my clothes and drove to catch my plane.

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 2/2

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
c©Linguahouse.com
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2- Practice 1

1. to
2. in
3. to
4. in;to
5. into
6. to; to
7. at
8. to
9. at
10. into/in; -
11. at
12. -

3- Practice 2

2. into/in a glass
3. to the baker’s
4. into a tree
5. in Melbourne
6. to the police station
7. at the referee
8. to Italy
9. to a party
10. home
11. into/in the suitcase; to the airport

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex i

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
c©Linguahouse.com


