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Uses of ‘by’
Lesson code: 3T7V-J7IF-6R6R INTERMEDIATE

1 Presentation 1 - How something is done

We use the preposition ‘by’ in passive structures to say who or what does something:

The book was written by an unknown author.
Alan’s lunch was eaten by a bear.

However, we also use ‘by’ to say how something is done. Study the table below.

Use Examples and exceptions

+ -ing He improved his English by speaking to lots of people.
I prepared for the marathon by running everyday.

+ noun We use by in a number of expressions:

by phone by mistake by chance by accident
by credit card by hand

I paid for the meal by credit card. We met by chance.

But we say ‘in cash’ and ‘on purpose’:

Did you send me this email by accident or on purpose?

We use with when tools or parts of the body are mentioned:

I opened the bottle of wine with a corkscrew.
He hit me in the face with his hand.

+ method of transport I went to work by car. I travel by plane every summer.

But we say ‘on foot’:

Did you get here by car or on foot?

+ amount of something The price went up by $20.
He beat the world record by 5 seconds.

+ myself/yourself/himself etc.
to mean ‘without help’

I built the website by myself. He went fishing by himself.

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 1/3

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
c©Linguahouse.com
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2 Practice 1

Complete each sentence using one of the following verbs in the -ing form.

drink jog leave lend live shout

sing mix study take travel work

1. Orange is made by mixing red and yellow.

2. He managed to avoid the traffic the office early.

3. He prepared for his exams at night.

4. Shelley became fluent in French with a French family for 5 years.

5. Did he get a promotion hard or because he is friends with the boss?

6. You can stay fit and healthy every day.

7. Dan stayed up all night coffee.

8. The music in the cafe was so loud. The only way we could talk was .

9. Before he became a famous musician, he used to earn a living in the street.

10. You can reach the town square this path.

11. Peter helped me buy my car me money.

12. He became very knowledgeable about different cultures around the world.

3 Practice 2

Complete each sentence using ‘by’, ‘on’ or ‘in’ plus one of the following:

30 percent bus cash chance debit card email

foot hand ourselves plane purpose accident

1. I told him Sofia’s secret by accident . I didn’t mean to do it!

2. The boy broke the window . It was no accident!

3. I don’t have any cash. Can I pay ?

4. Send me a message to let me know the time of the meeting.

5. Joseph never travels . He is afraid of heights.

6. My car broke down this morning so I had to go to work .

7. I managed to find my wallet , while I was cleaning my flat.

8. The washing machine was out of order, so I had to wash my clothes .

9. Our travel guide was missing, so we had to find our way to the museum .

10. The store didn’t accept credit cards so I had to pay .

11. They’ve reduced their prices . What a bargain!

12. Kate’s office is only 5 minutes from her home. She can get to work easily .

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 2/3

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
c©Linguahouse.com
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4 Presentation 2 - Time and place

‘By’ is also used as a preposition of time and place. Study the table below.

Use Examples

‘next to’, ‘at the side of’ Paul lives by the sea.
The sports shop is by the bank.

with verbs of motion to mean
‘past’

I passed by your house on my way to work.
As time went by, her language skills really started to improve.

‘not later than’ The meeting starts at 9am, so try to get here by 8.50.
Try to finish the task by Friday.

5 Practice 3

Complete each sentence using ‘by’, ‘on’, ‘at’ or ‘in’.

1. We have to check out of this hotel by midday.

2. Didn’t you see me walk you?

3. Let’s meet in front of the bar 9pm.

4. The married couple have lived the same house for over 10 years.

5. Is that your new neighbour standing your house?

6. If we leave early, we will be there time.

7. Where is Patrick? He should be here now.

8. There is a large shark swimming the sea.

9. A school of dolphins swam our boat.

10. The shop closes 6pm.

11. You’ll have to hurry up if you want to get to the shop 6pm.

12. At least five buses have gone without stopping!

13. We were having so much fun. The time just flew .

14. The door is open. Come !

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex 3/3

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
c©Linguahouse.com
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2- Practice 1

2. by leaving
3. by studying
4. by living
5. by working
6. by jogging
7. by drinking
8. by shouting
9. by singing
10. by taking
11. by lending
12. by travelling

3- Practice 2

2. on purpose
3. by debit card
4. by email
5. by plane
6. by bus
7. by chance
8. by hand
9. by ourselves
10. in cash
11. by 30 percent
12. on foot

5- Practice 3

2. by
3. at
4. in
5. by
6. on
7. by
8. in
9. by
10. at
11. by
12. by
13. by
14. in

You can review this worksheet online at www.linguahouse.com/ex i

Review your flashcards at least 3-5 times a week for 20 minutes to keep the material fresh in your memory.
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